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TO F HE 


Othing concerns us ſo much as the Salvation of 
our Souls, and, in order to that, the choice of 


| READER: 
N our Religion. FHere it well becomes us to uſe 
great care, and ftriftly to examine things. This 


we doe in matters of leſs moment; when we purchaſe, and 
when we trade ; when we are concerned for our Health,our 
Eſtates, and Properties. The H. Scritures frequently 
put us upon this care ; and the man who is diligent here- 
in will be able to give the beſt account of himſelf hereaf- 
ter, and find the greateſt ſatisfation here : Such a man 
will have ſteady Principles, and have this comfort, that 
tis not by mere chance, but choice, that he is what he 1s. 
T his is the way to be certain that we are in the right, which 
»o mancan be without underſtanding. We may be confident 
indeed, but can never be certain, without knowledge and 
diligent examination of things. 

The Church of England does not require a blind Oledt 
ence; She is content Her —— be examined 
by thecleareſt light. Simplicity and Truth ſeek not corners. 
The H. Scriptures are allowed to the people, and no means 
of inſtruttion wanting among us. She does not indeed 
| waunt of what ſhe hath not : She pretends not to any ab- 

ſolute Infallibility. She is modeſt, aud contains Herſelf 

within due bounds, and with-holds not from Her Childrens 
either the liberty or means of examining Her Dottrines. 

2 But 


by 
PM SAMmen 


KIITC = ps 
vere things, [ 1.] That there is an infallible Church, [ 2.) That 
Ber their Ciarch is that infallible Church, Ie on the other 
mes : "oo 


To the Reader. 


But ſo it is, that She ſuffers very greatly in the meax 
time: Becauſe She claims not Infallibility, there are thoſe 
who would infer that there is no certainty where the other 
wot, But this is a wild and extravaganr concluſion ; 
for the Certaint\ of a Thing does not depend upon the 
Tal all: bil.ty of a Perſon, but ariſeth from the evidence 
or clear grounds whiche vitt its truth. It does not follow 
that Lecauſc I am tallible that I can be certain of nothing; 
that becauſe I am liable toerr, I can never be ſure I am 
the right ; or that becauſe lam ignorant of ſome things, 
t erefore Fhnow nothi ing at all, 

And yet we find it frequently pretended that Proteſtants 
want cer tarnty, and that the 'Y build Wpon an unſure found a- 
tion; and that becauſe they.claim not that infallibility 
which other s pretend to, The beſt way to ſhew the uncer- 
tainty of our Faith would be to prove that we build on 
falſe grounds; but thoſe men who are moſt forward 
to traduce Hs, have no great inclination to conſider with 
due application the merits of our cauſe. Inſtead of this, 

hey wold have us reſt upon the Authority of their Church, 
as af the way to be more certain than we are, were for us 
) (ce with other mens eyes, and not with our own. 

A man might iſtlry EXPE: t from theſe men, who thus 
decliim azainit Proteſtants, that when they artempr to 
the uncertainty of their Faith, they ſhould at leaſt 
- the certainty of their own. "Twill be worth our 
while to ſee if they have any better grounds for their 
Faith, er (ater way to Salvatiou, than we have, who exa- 
mine our Doctrines by the J1. Scriptures. The bejt way 
70 Know this, will Le to compare them one with another. 

They ſay that the definition of the Church is our Rule, 


where, before we? can be certain, we muſt be ſure of twa 


————— 
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hand make the FH. Scriptures our Rule, and believe what 
they teach ; and here are two things alſo of which we muſt 
be ſure. [ 1.] That what God ſays is true. [2.] That what 
the Scriptures reveal is from God. This is the true (tate 
of the queſtion between us. And now let any man conſider 
impartially who builds upon the ſ:reſt grounds, They who 
build upon the Veracity of God,and upon the H. Scriptures, 
which are by all Chriſtians owned to be the declaration of 
his will; or they who build upon a pretence that there is 
an infallible Church, and that their own is it, The Princi- 
ples on which they build are neither ſo evident in them 
ſelves, nor yet ſo generally owned as ours ; for theirs are 
wot ſo much as owned by the generality of Chriſtians where- 
as ours cannot be denied by themſelves. And twill appear 
that our way is as Eaſe, and more Safe than theirs. 

'Tis as eaſie to know what the Scriptare teaches as what 
their Church does : God intended it for the uſe of the peo- 
ple, and ſurely then he fitted it for their uſe. And we have 
great reaſon to believe that God can deliver his mi:d as 
plainly asa Council, that he did it in all things neceſſary 
to the guidance & ſalvation of the people for whom he wrot 
it. This is ſo very evident, that ſome of the Church of 


Rome have owned it. The Authors of the Preface to the Pref. part 

Teſtament printed at Mons declare, That he who in the 0: P48 Ls 
Eil 

, , ne cherche 

find it there. And preſently afterwards, ſpeaking of ſome dans IE- 


obſcurity in the Scripture, they add theſe words : But = 


that which may comfort us in this obſcurity 1s this, jw ry 
that, according to St. Auguſtin, the H. Scripture docs tmouvera. 


Scripture ſeeks nothing but his own Salvation. ſhall 


propole tous after an ealic and intelligible manner all. 
that is neceſſary for the condutt of our lite ; That it 
Joes explain and clear it fſc!f, in expreſling clearly in 
ſome placesthat which in others it expreiled obſcurely. 

For the Doitrine of the Church, tis not very eafte to 
Know 


To the Reader. 


know it. We find at this day ſeveral repreſentations of 
it from thoſe who are all of the Communion of the Roman 
Church. How ſhall the ſimple and unlearned man know 
what this Dorine is > His Curate may not be rely'd up- 
0n, nor can he be ſecure from the judgment of any.private 
Dotlor. What muſt he doe 2 How ſhall he diſtinguiſh bee 
tween the Do(trine of private Dottors, and that of the 
Church Muſt he read the ancient Canons, and Councils, 
and Fathers» He'll find this an harder task than the 
ſearching of the Scriptures. As our way is as ealte, ſo'tis 

More fate than theirs. There us _ indeed leſt our 
luſts and worldly intereſts ſhould put a byaſs upon us, and 
turn us aſide frem the Truth, but this lies on both ſides : 
But then on our fide the great danger us this, leſt we mi- 
[take the ſenſe of the H. Scripture; here's the great fear. 
But then on the other fide, they who govern themſelves 
by the authority of the Church are under a double day- 
ger ; [1.] Leſt they take that Church for infallible which 
23 mot. [2.] Leſt they take that for the Dottrine of this 
Church which indeed is not her Dottr ine. We are ſure that 
the Scriptures are God's Word, and were written for our 
inſtruttion, and that upon our diligent ſearch into them, 
and humble addreſſes to God, we ſhall find Salvation, if 
we ſcek nothing more. 

For the infallibility of the Church, which is fo much 
talked of, it muſt be made good before I can be obliged 
to receive it ; and when tis, I ſhall readily ſubmit to it. 
But in the mean time I find great difficulties attending up- 
on that Dottrine, both as to the Subjett of that Infatidi. 
lity, as to the Thing it ſelf, and as to the Grounds on 
which it ſtands. 

As to the SubjeCt of it, I find our Adverſaries are not 
as yet agreed where it is to be placed, and therefore 1 
know wot where to find it; and then "tis all one as if 

there 


| 
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there were no ſuch thing at all. That which I caunot- 
come at will ſtand me in no ſtead. Let our Adverſaries 
tell us in whom tis lodged : Is it inthe Biſhop of Rome 2 
Or is it in Him and the Conclave 2 Or in Him and a 
General Council? Or is it #n a Council without Him? If 
in a Council, muſt that be a@cumenical only; or does it 
reſide in National and Provincial alſo 2 
As to the Infallibility zt ſelf, 7 would be informed how 
far it reacheth. Does it extend to queſtions of FaCt as 
well as of Law and Right? Does #t take in not only nece(- 
fary things, but alſo things that are of leſs moment ? 
Is this Church infallible not only in her Concluſions, 
but in the premilles too from, whence thoſe Concluſions are 
drawn 2 Does this Infallibility require that the gueſtion 
ſhould be examined before the matter be decided ar not ? 
[1s it a natural gift, or 45 it by Grace ? .By immediate 
Revelation, or not 2 Let us ſuppoſe it in a General Coun- 
ci; yet in this caſe I would knew, whether or nat this 
Council will be infallible in their decifions however things 
are carried 2 Are there no Rules the Council .is to go by ? 
XMuft not queſtions beſtrittly examined,and the ſuffrages be 
free, and the Council be Canonically indifted 2 Qr will 
the Council be infallible tho' it obſerue none of theſe 
rules and forms 2 Let them tell aus what theſe forms.are 
that areneceſſary, and let-them after this-make it appear 
that they have been duly obſerved; or let them ſay if 
any form or rule be acedfull, or not. How comes it to paſs 
that the Divines in a General Council have differedfrom 
one another 2 Flow comes it: that one Council hath de- 
termined againſt another 2 Why are ſome of theſe Couns 
cils in part received, and in part rejefled > What ſure 
marks have we to diſtinguiſh one from another 2 What 
aſſurance can they give that the major part is always the 
better, and have uſed the greateſt care 2 | 


Fer 
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For the Grounds and proofs of this Infallibility I de- 
fire to ſee thoſe that are ſolid and weighty, ſuch as are 
evident and clear, and will render me infallitly certain 
of the thing.. This had need be well proved, it not being 
ſelf-evident. If I muſt believe the Church in all other 
things, yet 'ths fir this ſhould be ſtrongly proved. Theſe 
proofs muſt be taken from the H. Scriptures, and not from 
the authority of the Church which lays claim toit. And 
then they muſt be ſuch proofs as determine it to that very 
Church, and as doevidently prove that ſuch an Infallibi- 
lity does belong to it as ſhe pretends to. 

Till theſe things are cleared, I know not any better 
advice I can give the Reader, than to continue ſtedfaſt in 
the Communion of our Church, as the ſafeſt way to Hea- 
wen. For tho we ought not to want charity for others,yet 
we are bound in conſcience ( and as we will anſwer it at 
the great Dey) to chooſe wiſely, and to be conſtant to ſuch 
a choice. There are ſome things controverted between 
Tsand the Church of Rome wherein we are manifeſtly of 
the ſafer fide: To worſhip no Image hath no danger, 
nor is there any hazard in receiving the Sacrament in 
both kinds. '7were eafte to give other inſtances in which 
we are on the ſafer ſide. 

In the mean time, let it be our care to live up to our 
Principles, and we ſhall not miſcarry. The beſt Church 
is no ſecurity to the careleſs and the profane. We ſhall 
Fnow the Will of God beſt, when we doe it with great care. 
Tis not enough that we prove all things, we muſt alſo 
hold faſt thar which is good. 
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SERMON 


PREACHED 


At Saint Pauls Covent=Garden , 
Feb. 23. 1686. 


: THESSAL. V. 21. 
Prove all things, hold faſt that which is good. 


to thoſe, to whom he writes , two 


T* theſe words the Apoſtle commends 
things , the one in order to the other. 


Firſt, 7hat they ſhould prove all things. 
Secondly, That they ſhould hold faſt that 
which is good, 


B [ be- 


. 
Lo 


Rom. 1.7. 


x Cor. 8.2. 
y 4 Cor, To fo 


Gal. i, i 


[2] 
I begin with the firſt, Prove all things. 
And here I think my ſelf obliged betore 
I procced any farther to confider [1.] The 
Perſons to whom the advice 1s given; And 
2.) The unportance of the advice it (elf. 
1. The Perſons tro whom this advice 1s 


-gIVCN ; VIZ. to the Church of the Theſſaloni- 


ans. Not to the Biſhops and Governors of 
the Church only , but to the People alſo. 
This appears from the words (v. 1 2.) We 
beſeech you brethren to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord and 
admoniſh you, It cannot be ſuppoſed that 
St. Paul does here dire&t himſelf to the 
head and not unto the members. He does 
generally addreſs himſelf to the Church in 
the moſt diffufye ſenſe of that word; E.G. 
To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called 
to be Saints. And, Unto the Church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them that are ſandijied 
in Chriſt Jeſus called to be Saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Feſus 
Chriſt the Lord, Again, Unto the Church of 
God which is in Corimth , with all the Saints 
which are in all Achaia, Again, Unto the 

Church 


[87] 


Church of Galatia, And, To the Saints which Fob-:. 1. 
are at Epheſus , and to the faithfull in Chrifl 
Feſus. And where the Biſhops and other 
Miniſters of the Church are named the bo- 
dy of the faithtull are not forgotten. Thus, 
To all the Saints in Chriſt Feſus which are at \-1-t- 
Philippi with the Biſhops and Deacons. A- | 
gain, 7o the Saints and faithfull brethren in » Te 1. 
Chriſt which are at Colofſe. And, To the 2 Thec.r. 
Church of the Theſſalonians. And thus alſo | Jam. r. 1: 
St. James, To the twelve Tribes ſcattered a- 
broad. Thus St. Peter, To the ſtrangers ' —_—_ 
ſcattered, &c. And, To them that have ob- ** '" 
tained like pretious faith with us. And Sr. 
Zohn (asa learned man hath obſerved) may 
well be ſuppoſed to direct that Epiſtle to 
the Church, or whole body of Chriſtians, 
which according to our verſion 15 ſaid to 
be directed to the Ele Lady. St. Fude di- 
rects his To them that are ſanftified by God jute ». 
the Father, and preſerved in Jeſus Chriſt and 
called. St. Paul where he gives Laws about 
the Officers and Government of the Church 
directs his Epiſtles to the Governoursonely 
as in his Epiſtles to Timothy and Tits ; 

B 2 other- 


[4] 


otherwiſe he directs, as here, to the whole 
body of Chriſtians. 

2. I conſider the importance of the ad. 
vice, Prove all things. The Greek word , 
which we render Prove, \11gnifics to examinc 
thc truth or goodneſs of a thing ; and to 

Luk. 12. difcern the difference between one thing 
5X and another. Ir ſignifies to try and examine, 
Rez 15-and ſomctime (as the reſult of ſuch tryall) 
__ 27-to approve. | 

It hath in the New Teſtament a particu- 

Ro. 2. 1. lar reference to matters of Religion : Theſe 

Eph.5.10. things deſerve cxamining and there arc 

P.1-1% bout Religion many dangerous Crrours 
which want not the vogue and colour of 

1 Joh. 4.1. truth, We are required 70 try the Spirits, 
and warned not to believe every Spirit. 

We are required to examine and try the 
truth and goodneſs of things, yea of all 
things, and not to take them upon truſt : 

: Cor 14: And his PreCept 15 ſubjoined to that, De- 

'  ſpiſe not prophecyings ; i. e. the preaching of 
the Word, as may be colle&ted from the 
Apoltle's words elſewhere. 

St. Paul doth frequently put us in mind 

tO 


[ 5 ] 
to reverence the Miniſters of Religion and 
tells us how they are to be eſteemed ; He 


requires us in this Chapter 7o efteem them Heb.1317 


very highly in love for their works ſake, (v.13.) :C 
and bids us not deſpiſe prophecyings, and yet ©* 


even to this he adds Prove all things, &c. 
whence I raiſe this Doctrine or Propoſition. 

That 1t 1s the duty of Chriſtian people 
to examine the grounds of their Religion 
and Faith, and not to take them upon truſt. 

For the better ſpeaking to it I ſhall 

Firſt, ſhew how this Propoſition 1s to be 
underſtood. 

Secondly, I ſhall prove the Truth of it. 

Thirdly, I ſhall anſwer the Objections 
that may be brought againſt 1t. 

Fourthly, I ſhall make ſome uſe and ap- 
plication of the whole. 


I ſhall ſhew how this Propoſition 1s to 
be underſtood: And that I ſhall doe in the 
following particulars. 

1. What I plead for is a judgment of 
diſcretion and not of juriſdiftion and direc- 
tion, which belongs to our Superiors. "Tis 
| here 


or 4.1. 
or. 5. 


»—_ 
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here as in the Laws of a Kingdom. Thc 
pcople are obliged to know and keep them. 
[c 1s the duty and the intereſt of eycry man 
to know ſo much oft them as concerns his 
life and property, and the diſcharging has 
duty to his Prince and Countrey. But then 
the power of making theſe Laws lies in his 
Prince or Governors ; and the learned in 
the Law are onely fit to direct and guide 
men in the matters of doubt and queſtion, 
And ſo 1t 1s in Religion. It docs not belong 
to every private man to be a preacher and 
interpreter of Holy Writ, nauch leſs hath 
he any thing to doc to make Laws for 
other mcn. But the private man hath a 
ſoul to ſave, and in order  thereunto 1s 
bound to inform himſelt in matters of 


faith, and thoſe things which tend to the 


regulating his life and converſation. We 
do not reccive the people as judges of Con- 
troverſies, and doubttull Diſputations; yet 
think them concerned in Religion in the 
mean time. For matters of diſpute and 
queſtion the Pricits]1ps are to preſerve know- 
ledge. Here it becomes private men to be 
modeſt, 


Sb 


modeſt, and to preſerve a great reyerence for 
their ſpiritual guides. But there is a great 
deal of difference between asking the way, 
when we are at a ſtand, and pulling out 
our eyes and lcaving our ſelves wholly to 
be led by another. We. may uſe our own 
cyes and our guidcs too. 

2. It 1s hikewife a judgment of private 
diſcretion which I plead tor. It 1s not fic 
that a private man ſhould judge for himſelf 
and his brother too. His Conſcience isnot 
to be the common ſtandard and meaſure 


of other mens. Let every man be fully per- Ro. 14 5- 


ſwaded in his own mind. Every man ought 
to have this hberty to himſelf and to be 
content therewith, and not to cenſure 
his brother. | 

3. The practice of private men muſt 
(notwithſtanding this liberty) be governed 
by the laws of their juſt Superiors. And 
nothing can excuſe them from an active 
obedience but where their Governors com- 
mand what God hath forbid , or forbid 
what he hath commanded. 

And this determination of our practice 
(eſpecially 


II. 


[8] 


(eſpecially in matters of order and difct- 
pline, of which I would be chiefly under- 
ſtood) 1s very confiſtent with that judgment 
of diſcretion which I am now pleading for. 
Indced if the thing commanded be ey1l I 
mult obey God caches than man; but if it 
bc not, I ſin againſt God when I diſobey 
my Supcriors. A private man 15not judge 

of what 1s convenient, moſt decent and 
orderly, but ought to judge between good 
and evil, lawfull and unlawfull, true and 
falſe. Our Doctrine doesnot g1VE Men a 
liberty to doe what they liſt when 1t per- 
mits them a judgment of diſcretion ; we 
do not pull out the peoples eyes, nor yet 
allow them to break hedges and throw 
open encloſures and ramble whereever they 
I1{t. 


I ſhall prove the truth of this Propoſition 
and ſhew that men are not to take their 
Religion upon truſt ; That they ought to 
examine their Religion; To try the Doc- 
trines which they arc taught whether true 
or falſe, revealed by God or not : And alfo 
ro 


ES] 


to conſider whether what is enjoined them 
be lawtull or not. And to this purpoſe 1 
delire you to conlider,. 

1. That the Scripture teacheth us this 
Doctrine. We are here commanded to 
prove all things ; And our Saviour bids his 
tollowers take heed that no man deceive them, Mfan.2, 4. 
Chriſt allows no man a tyranny over the : ve.. 5; 
Conſciences of men, nor would St. Peter 
have it uſurped, nor did the Apoſtles them- 
ſelycs practice 1t. St. Paul declares himiſelt 
not t0 be a Lord over their faith but an helper 2Cor124. 
of their joy. Chriſt is our Maſter and great :». 2 
Shepherd, His Miniſters are but Stewards © 
and Embaſladors, and are no farther imi- 
table than they follow Chriſt. 

Our Sav1our calls upon his followers to Marr.1. 
beware of the dorine of the Phariſees and" 
Sadducees, and to ſearch the Scriptures, And &* * 
we are required 70 try the Spirits, and not 
tro belicye an Apoſtle or an Angel that 
ſhould preach any other Goſpel. 

God gave his law for our direction : 

And we are aflured that the Scripture 1s 
ſufficient to render the man of God wiſe unto 


»S {alva- 


Io | 
bei + ſalvation through bk in Chriſt, And thoſc 
2 Ti - men are commended who ſearched the 
at 1-11. Scriptures and examined the Doctrine of 

the prinutve Preachers by them. 

Mat.1z14 If the blind lead the blind (favs Chriſt) 
both jhall fall into the ditch. Men will not 
be excuſcd becauſe they have been miſled 
by their guides, and behievcd as their Church 

Fzek. 3 believed. Ezekzel tells us that where the 

people are not warned they ſhall dye in 
their iniquity. Religion 15 every mans 
concernment, and cvery man 1s obliged to 
take carc of his Soul, and not blindly to 
g1vc himſelf up to him that pretends to be 
an intallble guide. 

Be ready always (ſays St. Peter) to give 
an anſwer to every man that asketh you a reaſon 
of the hope that is in you. We muſt then 
jucig xc of the grounds of our Faith and not 
take 1t upon trult. 

Wi ſhall repreſent to you (for the better 
confirm ng my Propoſition ; the juſt Ex- 
Ceptons .again{t the contrary belict ; viz. 
Thar the ncople arc bound to lay aſide their 
own diſcretion and intirely to give them- 
{clycs 


:PEt.3Z 15. 


[ x1 | 


ſclves up (without examining) to' be led 
as their guides pleaſe. I ſhall ſhew the dan- 
gerous conſequences, the inconſiſtency and 
vanity, the impicty and unreaſonableneſs 


of this principle; and that in the following 


particulars. 

[1.] Thus principle is of the molt dange- 
rous conſequence. 

It would juſtifie the Idolatry of the Ijrae- 
lites which was at any time introduced 
upon them by their H. Pricits or talſe Pro- 
phets or evil Kings. We reade of their fa- 
crificing in high places, their worſhip of the 
golden Calf, and the Calves of Dan and 
Bethel, of their brazen Serpent and their 
falſe Gods. Ir was not a juſt excule for 
them that the golden Calf was made by 
Aaron : They were not without blame for 
oftcring upon that Altar, which reſembled 
that which was at Damaſcus, becauſe Uriah 
cheir H. Prieſt ſer 1t up, and Ahaz their King 
commanded the uſe of it. But we know 
that God was angry with them when they 
tollowed their blind guides which he would 
not have been had they done well in it. 

C 2 This 


2 King.19, 


joh. 7. 43s 


[ 72 | 

This principle would have juſtified the 
Zews 1n rejecting our Saviour. For who 
could blame them tor doing that which 
their H. Pricit and Sanhedrim, their Pricſts 
and Elucrs had done bctore * It 1s true he 
wrought many Miracles : But to this they 
might reply, that their Churchdid not be- 
licve them effected by the power of God. 
Indeed Zeſus appeals often to the Scripture ; 
but, according to this principle, to this 
they might have pleaded that it was not 
for private men to underſtand Scripture, 
and that their Church did underſtand it 
otherwiſe. They nught have pleaded more- 
over that the interpreting of Scripture did 
not belong to private men as they were, 
and that they were to be governed by Tra- 
dition or the Oral Law, and not by the 
written one onely ; That they had among 
them an H. Pricſt and Sanhedrim, Scribes 
or men lIcarncd in the Law and Traditions, 
which lattcr they recerved with cqual reve- 
rence with the Written Word. Have any 
of the Rulers and the Phariſees believed 1 
him ? lay they. They werc ſo far from it 
that 
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that they agreed that he who conteſſed hin1 


to be the Chrift ſhould be pur our of the j.v. + 


Synagogue. Would ſuch pretences, think 
ye, have ſerved the turn of the Fews ? By 
no means. They ought to have read the 
Scriptures, to which Jeſus appealed , to 
have comparcd events with prophecics. 


This our Lord puts them upon, and it WasJob. 5. 59 
at once .their duty and intereſt to have done a&7.1:. 


1t. They are commended who took this 
courſe. 

This principle nught afterwards have 
juſtified the Zews in their rejecting the 
Chriſtian doctrine and the Apoſtles and firſt 
Preachers thereof. The Zews might have 
pleaded againſt the Apoſtles many things, 
e. g. The undoubted antiquity of the Jewiſh 
Church, and novelty of the Chriſtian doc- 
trine : The neceſlity of giving themſelves 
up to the conduct of their Pricſts, whoſe 
lips were to preſerve knowledge, and they 
were to ſeck the Law at their mouth: They 
might haye plcaded that they were in the 
fatcit way to ſalvation : for, though they 
denied the potlibility of 1t to the Chriſti- 
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ans, yct, Jeſus himſelt owned that ſalvation 
was of the Jews. They might have urged 
the 19th of Deuteronomy to prove the % 
libility of their Church with a far greatcr 
ſhew than cver 7hou art Peter, &c. was 
produced to prove that of the Biſhop of 
Pome. It being expreſly required (Deut. 17. 
$ 10.) That in matters of Controyertic men 
ſhould abide by the Sentence of the law 
pronounced by the Prieſt, or Judge of that 
time ; whereas no ſuch thing 1s ſaid of the 
Biſhop of Rome in the New Teſtament, 

This principle would cftcctually have hin- 
. drec the propagation of the Chriſtian Reli- 
g10nN among the Gentz/ or Pagan part of 
the world. They had their Pricſts and H. 
Pricits too as well as the ews , they had 
antiquity to plcad, and great ſucceſs and 
proſperity under their way of worſhip. Se- 
quendi ſunt nobis parentes qui feliciter ſequuti 
ſunt ſuos, faith Symmachus, If this principle 
might be allowed there could be no way 
Icft to ſpread the faith among them. 

This one principle where ever adnutted 
would haye put a perpetual bar to the con- 
vert1on 
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verſion of Zews and Infidels to the Chriſtian 
Faith. For what method can we take to 
bring them over it we cannot convince them 
that we are in the right and they in the 
wrong ? And how can they be made ſenti- 
ble of this if we allow them not the liberty 
of judging? And ſurc it they be fit to judge 
of the whole matter they are not unfit to 
judge of the ſeyerals. If we allow them 
the liberty to judge of Chriſtianity before 
they embrace it, it is not reaſonable to de- 
ny them a judgment of diſcretion when: 
they are received into the Chriſtian Faith. 
This principle admitted would have ex- 
cuſcd the people that ſhould have continu- 
cd in 4rianiſm, when the Biſhops and Pricſts 
and generally the whole Church was infec- 
ted with it. The Arians once filled the 
Church, called themſelves Orthodox and 
Catholicks and others Hereticks. Accord- 
ing to this principle the people ought to- 
have continued thus always ; for they wWcre 
to be governed by their lions and Prieſts ; 
And why ſhould they think themſelves ob- 
liged to hcarken to what you had to offer 
from 
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' from Scripture, or Reaſon, or the Council 
of Nice, when 1t was againſt the ſenſe of 
che preſent Church ? 

[2.} This principle, not being ſelt-cvident, 
is inconſiſtent, and: maniteitly deſtroys it 
ſclf, For tis hable to be examined, and 
ought to be ſtrictly examined becauſe very 
much depends upon it. It it may be exa- 
mined by the people they who maintain 1t 
have lott their queſtion. For then the 
pcople are not obliged to deſpoil themiclves 
of their tacultics and wilcr powers but may 
judge in matters of Religion, this being of 
the moſt principH concernment of all. 
This ought not to be taken upon truſt be- 


cauſe their ſalvation depends upon it. If 


this chance to be falſe they may blindly 
give themſclves up to a. guide who may 
lead them to the regions of darkneſs, 

[3.] Suppoſing there were any truth in 
this principle, yet it would be of no uſe to 
us unleſs we were alſo directed to the 
Church and guides to whom we are to ſur- 
render our ſclyes. Suppoling we were bound 
to belicye as the Church bclicyes and blind- 
Iy 


mb. Code alc... was 


a, Ee aaa. oa © 


L 17] 


ly to. follow our Pricſts, yet if we do not 
know what Church is to be thus truſted , 
and what Pricſts thus to be confided in, and 
under what profcſlion we arc to doe it we 
ſhall be at as great a loſs as cycr. For it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that it is the duty of 
all people , in every Countrey and under 
every Profeflion to doc this. For fews, 
Chriſtians and Infidels cannot be all under 
an equal obligation. Ir 1s then to be con- 
{idered to what Church this belongs. It 
the Church of Rome put in ſhe muſt ſhew a 
better plea than any other that may pretend, 
and a better than any ſhe hath produced as 
yet. For Antiquity, Succeſſion, Miracles, 
Amplitude, Proſperity, Succeſs, G&c. theſe 
are things that may be pleaded in behalf of 
Jews, Pagans and Infidels. They will at 
leaſt ſeverally ſhare in theſe pretences. Let 
the pretence be what it will, before I can 
admut the pretender I muſt judge his title 
good, and that will deſtroy the principle. 
(4.]) This principle invades the preroga- 
tive of God, and uſurps upon his peculiar. 
He oncly hath a dirc& dominion over the 
D Con- 
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Jam. 412. Conſcicnces of men. He 3s the one lawgiver 


1 
111.4 I fo 


who is able-to ſave and to deſtroy. We are 
obliged to believe a verity becauſe he ſaith 
it. There muſt be a revelation before a 
divine faith. Men have not power to make 
articles of taith, or to require our aflenc 
upon preſumption of ſuch power. 

[5.) Many things in Religion are fo plain 
that a man of ordinary capacity and com- 
pctently inſtructed in the principles of Reli- 
gion 1s able to judge of them : But this 
principle deſtroys that power, and ſuppo- 
ſeth men unable to judge in the plaineſt 
caſes whatſoever. 

From the Writers of the Romiſh Church 
we hear much of the obſcurity of the Scri- 
ptures. I grant that there are ſome things 


*1n them hard to be underſtood, and cvery 


man therefore 15 not fit to interpret them. 
God hath appointed an order of men to 
doe this. He hath given ſome Apoſtles , 
forme Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Tea- 
chers, not to hoodwink the people and lead 
them out of the way, but for the perfeting 
of the Saints, and for the edifying of the body 


of 
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of Chrift, and preſcrving the people from 
the ſieight of men and cunning craftineſs where- 
by they lie in wait to deceive, This 1s the 
great purpoſe of the inſtitution. Tis for 
the inſtruction and building up of the taith- 
tull. 

But our way 1s generally plain, and there 
we nced no guide 1t we uſe our cyes, and 
mind our rule. Matters of faith as well as 
manners arc plainly revealed. 

Such are all the Articles of our moſt 
ancient Creed : They are ſo plainly taught 
in the H. Seripturcs that he who runs may 
reade them there. | 

That we love God and our Neighbour 
are the weightier things of. Religion, and 
eaſic to be underſtood : Juſtice and Mercy 
and Peaccableneſs are plain. That we obey 
the King, be charitable to the poor, juſt to 
all men, and doe as we would be done by: 
That we uſe no craft or equiyocations, but 
be {incere 1n all our actions and profeſſions, 
are things not hard to be underſtood. 

But if men ſhould undertake to be guides 
to the people, and teach them rebellion, in- 

D 2 juſtice, 
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juſtice, cruclty, diſſembling and cquivoca- 
= co kill their King and deltroy their 
encm: 5; a man of mcan underſtanding 
m.y diſcern that theſe are not the gifts 
which Chriſt gave unto men, but that they 
are a company of tale pcople, or rather ra- 
venous wolves. To judge of thele things 
no man needs a guide who hath eycs in his 


hcad. 


E ſhall now anſwer the Objections which 
may be brought againſt what I have ſaid. 
'Tis pretended that this Doctrine will in- 
troduce Hercfics and Schiſms into the 
Church. And we arc upbraided with Schiſms 
and Herefics as the cftc&t of our Doctrine. 
On the other hand that the people, who 
confide in their Paſtors, and believe as the 
Church belicves, arc kept in unity and at 
_ To this I anſwer 
'Tis a fond thing to imagine that 
ne ſhall be no Herclics or Schiſms and 
that wc have found a way to prevent chem. 
This 1s Iike the boatt of a Mountebank who 
pretends to a Panacea or univerlal remedy 
for 
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for all diſeaſcs, who gains ſmall credir — 
with wiſe men. I grant that Hereſtes and 
Schiſms are great cvils, and that we ought 

to prevent them what we can. And much 
might be done towards 1t it the Minitters 

of Religion could as cafily ſecure the prac- 

tice as inform the minds of men. But 
Scandals or Offences are great cyils as well 

as Hereſies : And yet Chriſt tells us that 7f Mar. 18.7: 
muſt needs be that offences come; And St. Paul 

tells us as plainly, 7here muſt be alſo hereſies * Cor. 11. 
among you, that they which are approved may © 

be made manifeſt among you. God hath forc- 

told that there ſhould come a falling away, 2 TieTl2, 
and that ſome ſhould be under ſtrong delu- 
frons and believe a lye. It 1s a vain thing to. 
pretend a remedy againſt that evil againſt 
which God himſclt hath provided none. 

2. To believe without examining, as the 
preſent Church believes, is ſo tar from pre- 
venting Herefies that 1t ſecures men under 
them without any hope of emerging. A 
blind obedience may as well detain men: 
in Herehe as keep them in the Faith. This 
principle ſhuts men up, and 1s ſo far from 
pre- 
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preventing the diſcaſe, that whenever men 
arc overtaken with 1t all that it docs is that 
it hinders all remedy. 

3. That the principle which I have cx- 
poſed, being not ſelt-eyident but conteſta- 
ble, may well be ſuppoſed to divide men 
about the main queſtion. It ought to be 
examined becauſe 1t does not carry its Evi- 
dence along with it. And then who can 
ecll but that the principle which is deviſed 
to unite may chance to divide men when 
they go about fo-examine 1t? 

4. We will ſuppoſe this principle ſelt- 
evident, and that it hath been ancicntly 
and univerſally received (which 1s by no 
means to be granted) yet we know that it 
was not ceftectual. The Gnofticks, Arians 
and other Hereticks did infeſt the Primitive 
Church. This principle then was received 
in the Church from the beginning or it was 
not : If it were not, 1t 15 then a new Doc. 
trine, and we arc not obliged to receive it 
now. It it were received in the ancicnt 
Church, I would then know how Hereſics 
and Schiſms got into. the Church? Was 
this 


i 
"I 


[ 23 ] 


this principle then ineffectual and ſhall it 
not now fail to be eftectual : 

This Doctrine which I maintain, it may 0%. 2 
be objected, will deſtroy that reverence 
which is due from the people to their Pa- 

_ and make them their Judges. 

. There is a great honour due from the 4-4». 
hor” to their Paſtors. This cannot be Fes 
denied. They are bound to pay it by all #1317. 
inſtances of regard and kindneſs. He that 2 Tim _- 
receiveth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet G\. « 6. 
ſhall receive a Prophet 's reward. Matt.10 4. 

2. This honour hath its bounds and 
meaſures. It 1s due for the ſake of their 
Maſter and their Work, and in proportion 
to their faithfulneſs and labours. Let the 1 Tim. ; 
Elders that rule well be counted worthy of © : 
double honour, eſpecially they who a in 
the word and doftrine. But we need not put 
out our eyes that they may lead us whither 
they pleaſe ; nor arc bound to pay thatho- 
nour to the Servants and Stewards which 
is onely due to their Lord and Maſter. 

3. That we may give them all due ho- 
nour though we do not think them infal- 


lible. 
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Iible. This the Apoſtle ſuppoſcth in my 
Text. For though he had required this 
cſtecm from the people towards their Pa- 
ſtors (v. 13.) yet he commands them to 
prove all things. We are obliged to honour 
our Judgcs and Civil Magiſtrates, and may 
truly doc it though we do not belicye cyc- 
ry {entence and determination of theirs to 
bc according to cxact truth and cquity. 
For our Judgcs in civil matters we arc 
obliged to fit down by their ſentence, 
when we do not think 1t juſt; we are to 
ſuffer wrong and not rcſ1ſt. It does not 
hence follow that we muſt follow our ſp1- 
ritual guides without examining. The Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate determines onely our out- 
ward actions, or diſpoſeth of ſome of our 
g20ds and properties ( which we have 
power to alienate) but he does not pre- 
{cribe upon our inward ſenſe, nor touch 
upon our Conſcience as our ſpiritual guidcs 
do in their commands. And though we 
do not appcal from the Civil Magiſtrate, it 
cannot hence be inferred that we think him 


infallible. 
But 
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But this Doctrine, fome will ſay, will 9% + 
leave us at great uncertainty, and our Sal- 
vation will be very contingent and hazard- 
ous unleſs we be provided of an Infallible 
guide, withour whom we cannot be ſafe. 
And that God hath made a ſlender provi- 
ſion for our Souls it we be not thus provi- 
ded tor. | 

1. We are not fit judges of what God 4 
ought to doe, but ought to thank him for 
what he hath done. Wediſcourſe at random 
and very inconſcquently when we under- 
take to ſay what 1s fit for God to doe, and 
then infer he hath done what we judged fit 
for hum to doc. At this rate we may as well 
infer that God hath cſtabliſhed a Sovereign 
Umpire to decide all civil controyerſicsabout 
meum and tuum. For ince theſe things di- 
vide the world, and are occaſions of feuds 
and wars, it may be as fairly ſaid that this 1s 
for the intereſt of the world as an infallible 
Judge 1s for that of the Church. Shall we 
then conclude that God hath appointed ſuch 
an one, or elſc he had been wanting to his 
Creatures? 'Tis for the intereſt of the Church 
that the Members of it ſhould be free from 

E poſtibt- 
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poſſibility of ſinmng as well asof erring, and 
yet we know God hath made no ſuch provi- 
fon. An infallible geide of manners 1s as 
neceſſary as ſuch a guide of controverſres,and 
yet we cannot fay there 1s any ſuch. And then 
we have no cauſe to make ſuch a concluſion. 

2. That ſuppoſing it neccſlary there 
ſhould be an Infallible Judge, yet this would 
doe usno good unleſs we could be infallibly 
ſure of this Infallible Jadge. And there arc 
two things in this caſe we muſt be infallibly 
certain of, viz. {1.] That rhere 1s ſome In- 
fallible Judge : [2.) Who that Judge is. Both 
theſe are neceflary. We muſt be fure of a 
ereaſure firſt, and then know where it lics 
before we can haye cauſe to boaſt of our 
wealth. 

3. That ſuppoſing the preſent Church of 
Reme were the infallible Church, yer the 
more {imple ſort of people would nor be, 
tor all this, at any greater certainty. For 
they would have another task upon them, 
21. tO inquire whar 1s the faith and what 1s 
the worſhip of this Church,' And how will 
they doe to find that out ? muſt they be ru- 
led by what che 1gnorant and common 
pcople 
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people doc ? Perhaps the Church does not 
allow of all their practices. Or ſhall they be 
governed by their Pariſh Prieſt > Bur that 
Prieft for what they know may err, though 
a Pope or Council cannot. Shall they be go- 
verned by common conſent? But there are 
differing cuſtoms and uſages in France and 
Spain and other Countries, to which of 
theſe ſhall they adhere ? Muſt they be taught 
by a Pope ex cathedra ? But how ſhall they 
know af this be a true Pope, or whether he 
ſpeak ex cathedra or not ? Or will you ſend 
theſe people to the Council of Trext? Alas, 
ts a thing well known that the words of 
that Councils Decrees are ſometime general 
and ambiguous and not fit to direct plain 
and ſimple people. And yet Pope Pirxs IV. 
commanded that without his authority no 
man ſhould explain them. That no man 
ſhould preſume Vis commentarios, gloſſas, 
annotationes, Scholia, ullumrve omnino interpre- 
tationis genus ſuper ipſius Concilii decretis 
quocunque modo edere. That is, By any way 
to publiſh any Commentaries, Gloſſes, Annota- 
tions, Scholia, or any ſort of interpretation 
whatſoever upon the Decrees of that Council. 
E 2 And 
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And this under the pain of Excommunicati- 
on, as appears by his Bull tor the confirma- 
ton of that Council. For inftancc : That 
Council tolls us that Images arc to bc had 
in Churches, and to have duc honour given 
them. What this duc hunour 15 which thev 
allow how ſhall the fimple man know 2? 

\hcchcr it be negative or poſitive honour ? 
Whether hc give too much or too little * 
Whether hc divide it aright between the 
lmagc and thc Prototype ? How can he 
know how to goycrn himſelf in this attair : 
Indced the Council favs atterwards that al 
Superſtition muſt be avoided. But what the 
Superitition 1s which the Council difallows 
it docs not define. And theretore the plain 
and {imple man will be at a loſs how to 
govern himſelt. 


I ſhall now make ſome application of 


" W = hath bccen ſaid. 


. Thus ſerves tor the reproof of thoſe 
ho would deprive the people of that [1- 
berty which God hath given them. Thus 15 


to deſpoil them of the great prerogative of 


theirnature, and degrade them 1 into a lower 


rank. 


| 29 ] 


rank of being, which 1s the greateſt tyranny 
imaginable. There 1s nothing ſo much con- 
cerns mankind as Religion and the intercft 
of their immortal Souls. We are here pur 
upon trying or proving all things. Believe 
not every ſpirit ({avs St. Fohn) but try the ſpi- 
rits whether they are of God, Chriſt bids the 
Zews ſearch the Scriptures. Surely then the 
Scriptures arc not to be kept from the peo- 
ple : And they muft be allowed their rule 
when they. are obliged to prove all things. 
It they are obliged to give a reaſon of their 
hope they muſt be allowed to examine its 
grounds. | | 
2. This ſerves for the reproof of thoſe a- 
mong our ſclves who do not uſe thar hberty 
of examining which 1s allowed them ; who 
neither know nor will underſtand : That are 
crafty and diligent in worldly affairs bur ſu- 
pinely negligent in their trueſt and greateſt 
intcreſt. Too many are wedded to their fac- 
tion and tond opinions, and both-practice 
and preſcribe that which chey condemn in 
the Ch, of Rome,” Did they ingenuouſly exa- 
mane things, and ſincere!» icek the truth, they 
might cafily avoid the Errors & Schiſms they 
acnow juſtly charged with, 3. kat 
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. Let us then examine the grounds of 
our faith, eſpecially in the points controver- 
cd among us at this time, then will your 
Communion with the Ch. of England not 
be the reſult of Chance, but of ZFudgment, and 
of choice. I know no markof atrue Church 

wanting here, and am ſure that many things 
gre: atly commend tous her Communion. 
Firſt, This Church docs not void the nc- 
ccllity of an holy lite. It cancels none of our 
obligations to God or man ; but teacheth 
the abſolute neceſſity of contrition and re- 
pentance, and mortification of our lJuſts. 
And docs by no mcans indulge a liberty of 
Living as we lift. 

Secondly, She fairly propoſeth her Doc- 
trines, and docs not retuſe to have them 
cxamined, nor deprive her Children of the 
mcans of doing it by the clcareſt light. 

Thirdly, Nor arc her Doctrines titted to 
advance a ſecular intereſt or glory. Religion 
is an holy inſtitution; heavenly 1n its prin- 
ciple and pure in itsaim,and diſdainstoftoop 
ro mcanartsfor wealthand worldly dignitics. 

Fourthly, This Church tcacheth nothing 
chat is manitcſtly talſc, nox puts us upon 
any 
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any pra&ticc which 1s a direct violation'of 
any dwine inftitution. 

Fifthly, Nor does this Church want the 
excellent badge of charity, which is indeed 
the bond of perfe&tneſs. Religion was de- 
figned as the greateſt bleſſing to mankind, 
and the author of the Chriſtian was a grear 
loyer of humane race. Its precepts arc fnll of 
kindneſs and benignity, and commend the 
higheſt pitch of civility and compaſſion, 
and the higheſt flights of friendſhip, 

Sixthly, As obedience to Kings and Go- 
vernors 1s a great part of the Chriſtian -Relt- 
g10N, and an- ornament to 1t, and was in an 
eminent degree praiſed by the firſt and 
beſt Chriſtians, ſo it is the doctrine of vur 
Church, and hath always been the prac- 
tice of the members of it. 

In a word, we pray for our enemies, and 
teach men to give both God and C ſar ther 
dae. We think it ſafe to worſhip no Image, 
and are ſure we are right when we pray to 
God through the mediation of eſus Chrift.. 
We know that God hears, but cannot fay fo 
of Saintsand Angels. We recerye the Sacra- 
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ment in both kinds as givep by Chrift, and 
receiyed by the ancient Church :- And do 
believe the Sacramencal bxead: after conſc- 
cration to be what the' Apoſtle calls it more 
than once. For the Doctrine of Concomi- 
tance we lcave it to them who underſtand 
it. We pray in a tongue we underſtand. 
We tollow the H. Scriptures; believe thean- 
cicnt Creeds,nor do we reject thefirſt gene- 
ral Councils. We preſs men to;picty, loy- 
alry, humility. and, charity; afd: carneſtly 
delire the falvation-of mankind. We.prels 
mentoall manner of. good works, but place 
our hope in the mercy of God and merits 
of his Son. It we live up to our rule weare 
ſafe ; If not, tis not the fault of our Reli- - 
g10N, tis our own. It wc hveup to our Re- 
ligion we ſhall never be. nuſerable in this 
world, and inthe next ſhall be unſpeakably . 
happy. Which God of his mercy grant for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, to whom withthe Father 
and H. Ghoſt be all honour and glory now and 
for ever, Amen. 
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